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APPROVAL VOTING

RANGE VOTING



• Definition: Approval voting allows 
voters to select ("approve of") as 
many candidates as they like. Each 
selection counts equally toward the 
candidate's total score.

• Mechanism: Voters review all 
candidates individually and check a 
box for each candidate they approve 
of. The candidate with the highest 
total approvals wins. 
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We do this when picking out restaurants, movies, ice cream flavors, etc.
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+ Simple
+ Prevents vote splitting 
+ Promotes positive 
campaigning 
+ Encourages honest voting 
(no “wasted” votes)
+ Benefits both major and 
minor parties
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- Ties are possible 
- If voter only votes once, 

same as standard 
plurality

- If voter approves of all, 
then vote useless

- No information on the 
degree of approval

Complies with anonymity, neutrality, monotonicity, and IIA, as not a 
ranked voting system 

+ Simple
+ Prevents vote splitting 
+ Promotes positive 
campaigning 
+ Encourages honest voting 
(no “wasted” votes)
+ Benefits both major and 
minor parties
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Works well in…

Not opposed to anyone being elected… No limit of candidates to be elected…
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RANGE VOTING

The range is mathematically unimportant; the main 
consideration is the voter’s psychology 
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RANGE VOTING: IN ACTION 
Hold up: where it’s not so good…

- The scores can mean different things to different people
- Computing an average →mitigated by systems that use the median instead
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RANGE VOTING



Thank you for your attention!
Any questions? 
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